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Structure

1.  Background – The documentation of Taa

2.  'Tsammalex' – A 'wikibase' of !ora and fauna
1.  Problem: Lexical documentation needs non-ling. resources
2.  Idea: Sharing basic knowledge, images and lexicon
3.  Existing alternatives? (Wikipedia etc.)
4.  Structure: Search by biological and geographical categories

3.  A multi-dialectal Toolbox project
1.  Problem: How to combine dialect-speci$c analysis with a 

multi-dialectal lexicon?
2.  Suggestion: Create dialect $lters and export dialect-speci$c 

dictionaries for interlinearisation



Original map: Köhler (1976) 3 

1. Background – The documentation of Taa

West ǃXoon
(variety)

Taa ~ "!Xoon"
(dialect cluster)

Tuu ~ "Southern
Khoisan"
(family)
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1. Background – The documentation of Taa

•  Dorothea F. Bleek, 1927, 1929: linguistic surveys

•  Hans-Joachim Heinz, 1960-1990: anthropological studies (East 
ǃXoon)

•  Anthony Traill, 1970-2000: phonology + lexicon of East ǃXoon

•  DoBeS projects "Documentation of Western ǃXoon of 
Namibia" (2004-2007) and "A Pan-dialectal Documentation of 
Taa" (2007-2009) (MPI-EVA/Leipzig: Güldemann, Kießling, Boden, 
Naumann)

–  audio and video recordings + annotation (in progress)
–  phonological analysis, morpho-syntactic analysis (in progress)
–  focus: 2 Namibian varieties; survey of varieties in Botswana

•  2010-2012 EuroBABEL: Collaborative Research Project "The 
Kalahari Basin area: a 'Sprachbund' on the verge of extinction" 
> individual project "Inheritance and contact in a language 
complex: the case of Taa varieties (Tuu family)" (HU Berlin: 
Güldemann, Naumann)
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1. Background – The documentation of Taa

•  DoBeS: http://www.mpi.nl/DOBES/
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Structure

2. Tsammalex - A repository for lexical 
information and pictures of #ora and fauna
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2.1. Problem

•  A full linguistic documentation implies encyclopedic 
(non-linguistic) information

•  The specialised traditional knowledge (incl. lexicon) of 
Taa refers to large parts to the natural environment: 

–  geography 
    (land use, water)

–  !ora (eatable plants, medicine)

–  fauna (hunting, risks)
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2.1. Problem

•  In the past 100 years, conditions of space and 
environment have drastically changed (water boreholes 
⇒ immigration + cattle, farms, fences, game kill, 
overexploitation).

"Aminuis  
Native Reserve  
for the Herero 
people" 

farms 
border to 
Botswana 
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2.1. Problem

•  As a consequence, the traditional economy (hunting 
and gathering) has broken down. Traditionally 
prominent animals such as lions, hyenas or elephants 
are practically unknown to young speakers. Special 
encyclopedic and lexical knowledge is lost.

⇒ Basic encyclopedic knowledge and images must be  
accessed or included for 
–  the documentation process itself (questionnaires),
–  the documentation of language, lexicon and culture,
–  the presentation of the material in a way useful for 

future generations of speakers.



Source: Traill (1994:208) 10 

2.1. Problem

•  The lexicographic practice of lists [vernacular term] – 
[scienti$c name] is not user-friendly for both 1) 
comparative linguists and 2) native speakers.



11 

2.1. Problem

•  DoBeS archive: Search through metadata – less suited 
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2.2. Idea: Sharing basic knowledge, images and lexicon

•  How about a ethnobiological 'wikibase' including...
–  free images of species for documentation, dictionaries, 

education (shared between biologists, anthropologists, 
lexicographers, language developers, NGOs, other enthusiasts)

–  lexicon (and culture-speci$c knowledge beyond) in vehicular 
and vernacular languages, lexical comparison

–  search facilities for speci$c regions (identi$cation tool)
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2.3. Alternatives

•  Wikipedia: Much more comprehensive, detailed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
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2.3. Alternatives

•  Wikispecies: Multilingual information, scienti$c 
classi$cation

http://species.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
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2.3. Alternatives

•  Wikimedia Commons: Images, multilingual 
information

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
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2.3. Alternatives

•  Encyclopedia of Life: Detailed information, alternative 
class$cations

http://www.eol.org/index
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2.3. Alternatives

•  Universal Biological Indexer and Organizer
http://www.ubio.org/



18 

2.3. Alternatives

•  Biological Library BioLib: Search by biological and 
geographical categories

http://www.biolib.cz/en/main/
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2.3. Alternatives

•  PlantzAfrica.com: Regional information
http://www.plantzafrica.com/
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2.3. Alternatives

•  The Animal Files
http://www.theanimal$les.com/
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2.3. Alternatives

•  Picsearch: Image search
http://www.picsearch.com/index.cgi
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2.3. Alternatives?

•  Comparison:
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2.4. Structure of 'Tsammalex'
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2.4. 'Tsammalex' – Search by biological categories (taxa)
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2.4. 'Tsammalex' – Search by biological categories (taxa)
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2.4. 'Tsammalex' – Search by biological categories (taxa)
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2.4. 'Tsammalex' – Geographical limitation
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2.4. 'Tsammalex' – Geographical limitation

Geographical categories: 
Countries 
& 
"Ecoregions" (WWF) 
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2.4. 'Tsammalex' – Geographical limitation

•  WWF: 8 biogeographical realms (macroregions) and 14 
biomes (major ecological types)

http://www.worldwildlife.org/wildworld/pro$les/terrestrial_at.html

Source of map: Olson, David M. et al., 2001, Terrestrial Ecoregions of the World: A New Map of Life on Earth. In: BioScience (51/11), pp.933-938. 
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2.4. 'Tsammalex' – Geographical limitation
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2.4. 'Tsammalex' – Geographical limitation

•  Tsammalex – restricted to the Afrotropic realm 
•  current focus: Central southern Africa

AT0709  
Kalahari Acacia-Baikiaea  
woodlands  

AT1309  
Kalahari xeric savanna  
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Taa 

Nǀuu 

ǀXam 

ǂHoan 

Juǀ'hoan  
(E) 

(C) 

ǃXun 

Gǀui- 
Gǁana 

Naro 

Khoe 

Shua 

Major  
'Khoisan'  
languages 
(Köhler, 
König/Heine, 
sketched) 
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Tswana 

S.Sotho Zulu 

Xhosa 

N.Sotho 

Afrikaans Major 
languages of 
South Africa 
(SIL, sketched) 
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2.4. > Table view: Taxa x Region
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2.4. > Table view: Taxa x Region
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2.4. > Table view: Taxa x Region
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2.4. Basic entries: One page per species (category)
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2.4. Basic entries: One page per species (category)
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2.4. Images and metadata
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2. 'Tsammalex' – A 'wikibase' of #ora and fauna

 Questions
–  one page (with multilingual lexical entries) for each 

biological category (including genera, families, orders)?

–  more categories (e.g. family, !owering colour)?

–  inclusion of multimedia (audio $les)?

–  more language-speci$c facilities?

–  integration of a database?

–  worth further elaboration/expansion?

–  any interest in cooperation (also outside 'Afrotropic')?


