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Enkhbaatar Munkhsaruul:

Social change and identity during Perestroika 

in Mongolia 

Individuals become members of the society through evaluating and estimating themselves and 

the others, social life and fashion, as well as other processes going on.

This  research  is  relevant  to  anyone  interested  in  how communist  societies  functioned,  how 

certain  type  of  personality  was  formed  and  in  what  way  people  accepted,  recognized  and 

interpreted state ideology. In this presentation we aim to analyze how the changes in politics, 

society and economy that had been happening in Mongolia since the middle of 1980s till the 

beginning of the 1990s, impacted individual and collective identities of Mongolian people.

We will try to depict and analyze collective and individual behavioral patterns by interpreting 

the data on the names Mongolian people chose for their  newborns during Perestroika. 

Since 1988 and especially in 1990 there occurred to be a rapid increase of names, illustrating 

reconsideration of Mongol history and religion and the raise of national identity.

Der Vortrag wird auf mongolisch gehalten und übersetzt!
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