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AASIM SAJJAD AKHTAR is Associate Professor of Political Economy at the National Institute of Pakistan Studies, 
Quaid-i-Azam University. He was previously at the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS). Aasim 
Sajjad Akhtar works on diverse subjects such as state theory, informality, colonial history, and social 
movements. He has published widely in journals such as Third World Quarterly, Journal of Contemporary Asia, 
Journal of Peasant Studies and Critical Asian Studies. He is the author of three books, most recently The Politics 
of Common Sense: State, Society and Culture in Pakistan (Cambridge, 2018). He also writes a syndicated 
column for Pakistan's newspaper-of-record, DAWN. Alongside his academic pursuits, he has been closely 
affiliated with political and social movements in Pakistan for more than two decades. 
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