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This presentation explores the histories of the Central Asian muhajirun who ran away from
the Soviet persecution in the 1920s and 1930s to Afghanistan, and their relatives and
neighbours across the border who stayed to live under the Soviet regime. This presentation
subordinates the questions of resistance to different set of questions about the state, Islam and
Muslim identity in this period. The research argues that while the establishment of the
communist state in Central Asia had come into conflict with the Muslim identity, the reaction
of people was not necessarily anti-state.

The presentation is based on multi-sited ethnographic research carried out by the author in
Afghanistan and Central Asia between 2007 and 2009; particularly the oral histories of
muhajirun’s descendants in Afghanistan, their relatives across the border who lived under the
Soviet regime, and the oral histories of religious personalities that chose to hide and/or stay in
Central Asia in the period. The presentation reaches beyond the territorial or state-centered
borders and conceptual categories that are commonly used to study the history of Islam, state,
and Muslim identity in the region.
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