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The hereditary lords that  emerged among the northern Kirghiz  in  the 
early  nineteenth  century,  called  manaps,  constituted  an  aristocratic 
estate  that  ruled  over  and  at  the  expense  of,  but  also  largely 
independently  of,  the  “tribal”  lineages  with  whom  they  have  been 
associated  in  the  past.  Daniel  Prior’s  research,  incorporating  both 
prosopographical and literary approaches, views the manap estate as a 
framework used by politically sophisticated leaders who exploited kinship 
as a “technology of power”—a practice that played into the expectations 
and  agendas  of  expanding  empires.  This  study  contributes  to  the 
reevaluation—recently begun by historians and anthropologists—of the 
nature  and  significance  of  “kinship  societies”  and  nomad  political 
formations in Inner Asia.

Daniel Prior begann seine Forschungen zur Geschichte und Kultur der 
Kirgizen mit einem 1.000-Kilometer-Ritt durch Kirgizstan und Kazakstan, 
dessen wissenschaftlichen Ergebnisse er in “Bok-murun’s Itinerary 
Ridden: Report on an Expedition Through Kirghiz Epic Geography,” 
(Central Asiatic Journal 1998) veröffentlicht hat. 2002 promovierte er an 
der India University Bloomington. 2004-2006 war er senior lecturer für 
Geschichte Zentralasiens und des Islam an der Ohio State University; 
seit 2007 ist er assistent professor für Geschichte und zugleich 
Geschäftsführender Vorsitzender der Central Eurasian Studies Society 
an der Miami University in Oxford / Ohio. Das Projekt zu den 
nordkirgizischen Aristokraten des 19. und 20. Jahrhunderts, aus dem der 
Vortrag schöpft, läuft seit drei Jahren.
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