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The Bleek and Lloyd Notebook Collection:

* 1870-1885, W.Bleek (71875) and his sister-in-law L.Lloyd extensively
documented [Xam (Tuu, aka Southern Khoisan).

| Xam ceased to be spoken in the early 20" century.

* 1879-1884: L.Lloyd also attempted to document another click
language, spoken in Northern Namibia: !Xun (Ju branch of the Ju-
+Hoan family).

Ju dialects are still spoken nowadays in Northern Namibia, Southern
Angola and Eastern Botswana.
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Aim; assessing the position of Lloyd's !Xun dialect
(henceforth L !Xun) within the Ju family.

1)  Presentation of the !Xun notebooks

2)  Khoisan languages and the Ju family

3)  The position of L !Xun within Ju
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NOTEBOOKS
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I. THE NOTEBOOKS
1879-1884

4 informants:

F

Nlani

17 notebooks: 1,300 pages
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I. THE NOTEBOOKS

Word lists

Texts

* Traditional narratives

* Explanations about artefacts, food, plants, animals etc.
* Personal experiences (in particular abductions)

* Genealogies

* Remarks on surrounding ethnic groups, languages and interethnic
relations

Drawings and watercolours
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2. KHOISAN AND THE JU FAMILY
2.1 Khoisan

'Khoisan' is not a language family (no genealogical unity)

"Khoisan' subsumes three distinct unrelated families

+ two_ ossibl only one) isolates:
hoe- Wad1

® Tuu (two branches: Ui and Taa)

* Ju-+Hoan

* Sandawe (isolate, possibly related to Khoe)
* Hadza (isolate)

L 'Xun belongs to the Ju branch of the Ju-+Hoan family,
formerly known as Northern Khoisan

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects



2. KHOISAN AND THE JU FAMILY

2.1 Khoisan
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2. KHOISAN AND THE JU FAMILY
2.2 The JU family

Dialectal classification:

* D.Bleek: three subgroups:
— NI (#Kaujlen, southernmost group)
— NII (/Kung, mainly in northern Namibia and western Botswana)
— NIII (/O!Kung, the northernmost group, in southern Angola)

* Konig & Heine (2001, 2008), based on syntactic criteria : 3 groups
— Southeastern (including Ju|'hoan and #X'a6-|'a¢n)
— Central (two poorly documented dialects)
— Northwestern (stretching through the Angolan-Namibian border)

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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2. KHOISAN AND THE JU FAMILY

2.2 The JU family

Dialectal classification:

Sands (forth.)

phonological criteria
(SE) Southeastern

* (C) Central

* (NC) North-Central

(very close to N)
* (N) Northern

3 dialects are described
(gramm + dict)
* Ju|hoan (SE)
* (Ovamboland !Xun (NC)
(O Xun)
* Ekoka !Xun (NC)
(E 'Xun)
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2. KHOISAN AND THE JU FAMILY
2.2 The JU family

Word lists have been collected for 15 dialects (Snyman (1997), Sands (forth.))

* (SE) Southeastern

= 1 Tsumkwe Ju|'hoan

- 2 Omatako S Ju|'hoan

- 3 Omatako N Ju|'hoan

- 4 Kameeldoring Ju|'hoan

- 5 Lister farm/Epukiro Ju|'hoan
* (NC) North-Central

— 6 Tsintsabis !Xun

— 7 Okongo !Xun

— 8 Mpunguvlei !Xun

= 9 0 Xun

- 10 E Xun

* (C) Central

— 11 Leeunes Farm ! Xun
— 12 Grootfontein ! Xun

* (N) Northern

— 13 Cuito/Cubango !Xun

— 14 Cuando/Cuito !Xun
— 15 Cubango/Cunene !Xun

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects 12



* Cuvelai

ANGOLA

}Oshandi

CLASSIFYING
IXUN

Ukual{uthi |

ida’!
(\ i

S N .

| { *Cangamba

%,
%

O\ | cuito
\ “Canavale

» Mavinga

Otjinene’s~Epukiro—
Rietfontein_

* Windhoek BOTSWANA

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects

13



3. CLASSIFYING L IXUN

3.1 Extra-linguistic data
3.2 Phonology

3.3 Lexicon

3.4 Syntax

3.5 Features peculiar to L !Xun
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3. CLASSIFYING L IXUN

3.1 Extra-linguistic data

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.1 Extra-linguistic data

Informants are said to be from
the “northeast of Damaraland”

Ethnic groups mentionned:

* Ovambo
® Herero
* Damara
* Hailom

+ The “Makoba” (L !Xun Goba)

Cf. Ju|'hoan: Goba = any Black

people other than Tswana or Herero,

i.e. other than the most frequently
encountered Black people in the
region.
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.1 Extra-linguistic data

IXun group names, and toponyms given by the informants:

* njog-kx'au : Nlani's group

* nflog : Nlani's native area:

* Jog-kx'au : Tame's group

* njog-ma (lit. little njog): 'Uma and Daq's native area

Highly reminiscent of the name given nowadays by the speakers of E !Xun
and O !Xun (NC) to the !Xun people of the Rundu area, along the Kavango
River:

* njog-kx'ao (O 'Xun),

* njog-kx'ao ~ gjlog-kx'ao (E 'Xun)

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.1 Extra-linguistic
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.1 Extra-linguistic data
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3. CLASSIFYING L IXUN

3.2 Phonological data

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

All comparisons point to a high degree of proximity with NC dialects, in

particular:

— the Eastern variant of O !Xun (N°9, spoken along the Kavango river, in

the Mpungu and Rundu areas)
— Mpunguvlei !Xun (N°8), spoken around Mpungu, close to the Rundu

arca

Dickens (1992): common phonological features between L !Xun and O !Xun.

Snyman (1997) + Sands (forth.): 15 dialects compared on the basis of many

other phonological criteria.
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.1 Patterning of click types
For a large number of correspondence sets:

— N and NC: lateral click ||
— C: retroflex click !!

— SE: alveolar !

A.Miller-Ockhuizen and B.Sands (1999, 2000) :
Proto-Ju retroflex click *!!

— C: unchanged !!

— N and NC: merged with the lateral click: *!! > |,

— SE: merged with the alveolar click: *!! > |

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.1 Patterning of click types

(1) *g!la 'rain';

SE: 1 [gla], 2 [gla], 3 [gla], 4 [gla], 5 [g!a]
NC: 6 [glal, 7 [glal, 8 [gla], 9 [gfal, 10 =
C: 11 [gha], 12 --

N: 13 [gla], 14 [glal, 15 [gla]

L !Xun : g/a

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.1 Patterning of click types

* Two confirmed exceptions:

(2)L 'Xun: /loan (!'oan ?) 'kill (pl.)’
SE: 1[!"6an],2 --,3 -, 4 --, 5 --
NC: 6 --,7--,8--,9[|'dn], 10 [
C:11--, 12 --
N: 13 --, 14 --, 15 --

(3)L 'Xun: //hi 'hare' (!''hi ?)
SE: 1 [!'hai], 2 ["'hai], 3 ['hai], 4 ['hai], 5 ['hai]
NC: 6 [|'hai], 7 --, 8 --, 9 [|'hai], 10 [||'hai]
C: 11 ["hai], 12 --
N: 13 [|'hai], 14 [||ha], 15 [||ha]

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects

0]

24



3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.1 Patterning of click types

* Three other occurrences of retroflex click !! :

(4)L 'Xun: [[ha (all informants) ~ !'ha (T, N!) 'animal, meat'
SE: 1 ['ha / 'hd], 2 [!'"ha], 3 [!'h&], 4 [!'hd], 5 [!'haa]
NC: 6 [|'ha], 7 [|'ha], 8 [['ha, ||'hai], 9 [||ha], 10 [||ha]
C: 11 [!M'h&], 12 [!ha]
N: 13 [|'ba, |'hai], 14 [|'ha], 15 [['ha]

(5)'dislike’
a.nfa (T, all occurrences but one)

b. n!la (119:9936; T. One occurrence only)

(6) Interjection (sound of crying):
a.nfan (121:10206/7; N!)

b. n/fan (121:10206; N!)

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.1 Patterning of click types

Conclusion:

* L !Xun patterns most of the time with NC and N dialects (lateral )
* For a few items, it patterns with C dialects (retroflex !!)

Hvypotheses:

* language contact (borrowings from a C dialect): not convincing
* Internal diachronic hypothesis: late stage in the evolution from proto-Ju to

modern NC dialects:
- Retroflex !! is well advanced in the process of merging into lateral |

— But the process is not complete yet (remnants of retroflex !!)
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.2 Place and manner of articulation of alveolar and palatal afifricates

Difficult to assess (no distinction between different types of affricates: ts, ts',
tsh, dsh; tc, tc', tch, dch)

In cases were alveolar or palatal affricates (ts, tc etc...) in some dialects
correspond to fricatives (s, ¢ etc.) in other dialects, L !Xun seems to be part

of the latter group:
(8)L 'Xun: si 'laugh, smile'
SE: 1 [tshi], 2 [si], 3 [s1], 4 [s1], 5 [tshi]
NC: 6 [si], 7 [ci], 8 [si], 9 [si], 10 [ci]
C: 11 [s1], 12 [sr]
N: 13 --, 14 [tchi], 15 [tchi]
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.2 Place and manner of articulation of alveolar and palatal afifricates
(9)L 'Xun: zau (zshau?) 'woman'
SE: 1 [dshau], 2 [dshao], 3 [dshau], 4 [dshao], 5 [dshau]
NC: 6 [tshao], 7 --, 8 [tchdo], 9 [dshédo, shao (East)], 10 [dchad]
C: 11 [dshao], 12 [zshau:]
N: 13 [tchao], 14 [tchio, sdao], 15 [tshao, tchao]

Conclusion: L !Xun patterns:

* sometimes with SE, N and/or C

* always with NC, in particular O !Xun (dialect N°9)

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.3 Vowel correspondence sets

* ai~ae~e:
(10) L 'Xun: nle 'head'
SE: 1 [n|ai], 2 [n[¢], 3 [n
NC: 6 [n|ae], 7 [n|e], 8 [nle], 9 ['n

C: 11 [n|e], 12 [nle:]
N: 13 [n|e], 14 [n|e], 15 [n|e]
(11) L 'Xun: |'e 'grass'

ai], 4 [nje], 5 [n

411
¢ (W), nje (E)], 10 [nle]

SE: 1 [|'ai], 2 [|'aé], 3 [[['ail, 4 [|'aé], 5 [|'ai]
NC: 6 [|'a€], 7 [['2¢], 8 [|'¢€], 9 [['aé (W), ['e¢ (B)], 10 [[['ae]
C: 11 [|'aé], 12 [K|?a1]

N: 13 --, 14 [|'ee], 15 [|'a€]

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and

the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.3 Vowel correspondence sets

* ui~oi~oe:

(12) L Xun: !x'ui 'hair’
SE: 1 [Ix"ai], 2 [x'6i], 3 [!x'6i], 4 [!x'6i], 5 [!x'Gi]
NC: 6 [Ixni], 7 [Ix'ai], 8 [Ix'ai], 9 [Ix'ti], 10 [Ix'ai]
C: 11 [x"d], 12 ['kx?wi]
N: 13 [Ix'ai], 14 [x'Gi], 15 [x'Gi]

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.3 Vowel correspondence sets

* i~

(13) L 'Xun: $+hi 'sneeze'

SE: 1 [nthai], 2 [nthii], 3 [nthai], 4 [nhai], 5 [nthii]

NC: 6 [n#hai], 7 [$hii], 8 [$hii], 9 [#hi], 10 [!'hi]
C: 11 [n#hi], 12 --
N: 13 [¥hii], 14 [+'hii], 15 [+'hii]

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.3 Vowel correspondence sets

* o/oe(we):

(14) L 'Xun: kue 'say'
SE: 1 [k0],2 -, 3 —, 4 —, 5 —
NC: 6 --, 7 --, 8 --, 9 [koe], 10 [koe/kweé]
C:11 -, 12 —-
N:13 -, 14 —, 15 --

(15) L 'Xun: okue 'and'
SE: 1 [6kd], 2 [hoko], 3 [0koO], 4 [0ko], 5 (kesi)
NC: 6 [0k6], 7 [okwe], 8 [okwe], 9 [6ké6e], 10 [--]
C: 11 [oko/okwe], 12 [oko]
N: 13 [heke], 14 [heke], 15 [heke]

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.4 b/m correspondence sets

(16) L 'Xun: daba 'child'
SE: 1 [da'ama], 2 [da'aba], 3 [da'aba], 4 [da'aba], 5 [da'ama]
NC: 6 [da'dbd], 7 [da'db4], 8 [daba], 9 [daba/da'aba], 10 [daba]
C: 11 [da'aba], 12 [dava]
N: 13 [daba], 14 [daba], 15 [daba]

(17) L !Xun: gaba 'enter’

SE: 1 [gla'dam4], 2 [gla'ab4], 3 [la'dba], 4 [gla'4m4], 5 [gla'ama]
NC: 6 [g]a'aba], 7 [glabal, 8 [glaba], 9 [glaba], 10 [glaba]

C: 11 [ga'aba], 12 --

N: 13 [gaba], 14 [g[aba], 15 [g]aba]
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.4 Other NC characteristics

Final velar (Vn) nasal tends to alternate with a final nasalized vowel (Vn) in
NC dialects:

(18) a. Xun~/Xung ''Xun'

b. ‘hun~'hung  'kill (sg)'

C. nfin~njing 'sit’

d. nlun~nlung 'stand (sg)'
Like in E/O !Xun, glottalized vowels can be reduced to simple vowels:
(19) a. nja'a~nja '(be) big'

b. Ja'a~/a 'give'

c. nfe'e~nfe 'one'

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects



3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.4 Phonology: conclusion

Cognacy rates (L !Xun - Ju subgroups)
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.2 Phonological data

3.2.4 Phonology: conclusion

Cognacy rates (L !Xun - other Ju lects)
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3. CLASSIFYING L IXUN

3.3 Lexical data

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.3 Lexical data

L !'Xun shares with E/O !Xun (NC) lexical items not found in Ju|'hoan (SE):
cf. Dickens (1992)

English L Xun OXun E Xun Ju/'hoan
completely ara ara - -
turn around debi, dibi dabi dabi, dibi --
body tang than, than -
blood Jhoru njloqru njjoqlu --
arrow head cuara soana coala --
foam dju'i zu'T dja'i~djiar --
to hunt Jaure jatré Jaule --

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects



3. CLASSIFYING L IXUN

3.3 Lexical data

However, a few other L !Xun words seem to have a cognate form only in

Ju|'hoan (SE) (and sometimes Grootfontein !Xun (C))
O Xun ¢y E ' Xun ey Gr.!Xun ) Julhoan (sg)

English

return home
lion (praise, <Nama)
buy, barter

pit

Ovambo

Herero

my mother
Black person

to hunt

L 'Xun

ce
xamm
['ama
loro
njabe
dama
ai
goba

tum

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects

cC

pd

cé
xamm
['ama
loroh
nj/abé
Tamah
aia
goba

tohm

39



3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.3 Lexical data

This observation should be considered with caution : the published wordlists
and dictionaries are not exhaustive.

Tentative conclusion: L !Xun seems to be an in-between, being lexically close
to both NC and SE (possibly C) dialects.

The hypothesis of a lexical SE (and/or C?) influence on L !Xun (NC) is one
among many...

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects 40



3. CLASSIFYING L IXUN

3.4 Morpho-syntactic data

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

Comparison only possible with three dialects:
* Tsumkwe Ju|/'hoan (SE) : Dickens (2005)

* O 'Xun (NC) : Heikkinen (1987)

* E !Xun (NC): Konig & Heine (2001)

In particular, Central and Northern subgroups are totally absent.
--> not as powerful as the phonological comparisons above.

Still, powerful enough to rule out any affiliation of L !Xun with SE dialects.

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.1 Pronominal system

Speech act participants 1% and 2" persons

SINGULAR
Pers. L Xun O Xun (NC) E Xun (NC) Julhoan (SE)
1.SG = ma (SBJ) ma (SBJ) -

na (SBJ) na (SBJ, rare) -- -~

mi/me (N-SBJ) mi mi mi

m (POSS) m (POSS) m (POSS) m (POSS)
2.8G a a a a

ma ba ba -~
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.1 Pronominal system

Speech act participants 1% and 2" persons

PLURAL
Pers.

1.PL.EX

1.PL.IN

2.PL

L Xun

(djw)

min

ya

O Xun (NC) E Xun (NO)

& &

zu dju
mMhm mMhm
i i

ya ya

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects

Jul'hoan (SE)

44



3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.1 Pronominal system
Differences with E/O !Xun:

* 1.SG Subject ma is absent in L !Xun

* 1.SG Subject form is na (+ 1 occurrence of mi)

— no trace in E !Xun (SBJ = ma or mi)

- very few examples in O !Xun (always in “when” subordinate clauses)

* The existence of 1.PL.EX dju (grammaticalization of dju 'person') is
uncertain (only one potential occurrence)

Conclusion: A NC system, with a few idiosyncratic features.

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L IXUN

3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.2 Demonstratives

DEM L Xun O Xun (NC) E Xun (NC) Jul'hoan (SE)
PROX e é é hé/ke
PROX2 2 an D -

DIST to'a~do'a to'a~ndo'a to'a~ndo'a to'a

L !Xun : very close to E/O !Xun (except PROX2)
In particular, unlike Ju|'hoan, no incorporation of class pronoun into PROX e :
Jul'hoan: CI.1 ha + *e = he

Cl.3 hi + *e = hé

Cl4 ka + *e = ke
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.2 Demonstratives

Jul'hoan: Demonstratives = predicative elements (behave like verbs)

(20) Jju hé (20b) ju-a hé
person.] PROX.1 person.I-REL g
'"This is a person' "This person'

(21) tu ké (21b) tu-a ké
house.4  PROX4 house.4-RELL. PROX. 4
'This is a house.' "This house.'

(22) nloh t0'a (22b) n!oh-sa 104
orange DIST orange-REL.PL DIST
"That is an orange.' "Those oranges.'
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.2 Demonstratives

L !Xun and NC: Demonstr. = both predicative and N qualifying elements

(23) me glaa i e (L 'Xun)
1.SG eye IPFV PROX
'"These are my eyes'

(24) njahba ziihtlxoa ma  yii ndo‘a (O 'Xun)
God people TOP CL3 DIST
"Those are God's people.'

(25) mi kho  m-i bil) (E 'Xun)
1.SG place TOP-HAB PROX
'My (habitual) place is this/there.'
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.2 Demonstratives

L !Xun and NC: Demonstr. = both predicative and N qualifying elements

(26) ts'o (ka) e (L 'Xun)
thread.4 Cl.4 PROX
'"This thread'

(27) daba ha to'a (O 'Xun)
child Cl.1  DIST
"That child'

(28) Jlahg ka é (E 'Xun)

tree.4 Cl4 PROX
"This tree'
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.2 Demonstratives
Demonstrative = ambiguous category in L !Xun, as in NC dialects:
L Xun: ftso e
thread PROX
1) 'This thread'
2) 'This is thread'

Conclusion: L 'Xun demonstratives pattern with NC dialects.

+ idiosyncratic feature: Agreement class pronoun not needed when Noun
qualified by DEM.

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.3 Adjectives and intranstive stative verbs

Jul'hoan: two separate classes of 'quality words':

* Adjectives (N qualifying function only): very few

* Intransitive stative verbs (Dickens 1992 : 'descriptive verbs')

L 'Xun and NC: the distinction is less clear:

* A very small set of Adjectives (N qualifying function only)

* A large class of hybrid items: used both as verbs and as adjectives.

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.3 Adjectives and intranstive stative verbs
Jul'hoan: Adjectives (always N qualifiers, strictly adnominal)
(29) ju doré loa ¢

person different tell 1.PL.EX

'A different person told us.'
(30) ka doré

Cl4 different

'Something different' (never *'it is different’)
(31) ka 0 *(kd) doré

Cl4 COP C(Cl4 different

'It is (something) different / it is a different one'
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.3 Adjectives and intranstive stative verbs

Jul'hoan: Adjectives (always N qualifiers, strictly adnominal)

(32) *tci-a doré
thing-REL different

Intended meaning: 'a thing which is different / something different'’

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.3 Adjectives and intranstive stative verbs

Jul'hoan: 'descriptive' verbs

(33)

(34)

(35)

ha tzin  g#d'in

Cl.L1  nose be.long

'His nose is long'

ha kxaé  tziin-a g#a'in

Cl.1  have nose-REL be.long

'He has a long nose.' (lit. nose which is long)
nlui ki nla'an

moon I[PFV be.big

"The moon is getting big.'

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.3 Adjectives and intranstive stative verbs

L !Xun and NC: hybrid category: both Adjectives and Intransitive verbs

(36) Jau #hi e g#aang  luru (L !Xun)
arrow many REL fill quiver

'Many arrows which filled the quiver'

(37) me dju-sing  #hi-a me nluere (L 'Xun)
1.SG person-PL be.many-VAL 1.SG region

'My people are numerous in my country'

Conclusion: L 'Xun patterns with NC dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.4 Tense-Aspect-Mood markers

TAM inventory: poor in Ju|'hoan, richer in NC dialects

O 'Xun (NC) E !Xun (NC)

L Xun
Imperfective ti~ki
Habitual ?
Habitual fu
Past ?
progr./future ?

irrealis (obligation) O

"unrealization' ce~se

ki

ki
kwa
Jia
ke

a
o

ce

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.4 Tense-Aspect-Mood markers
NB: the imperfective marker has 2 forms:

* ti(all informants), like in Grootfontein !Xun (Central)

* ki (only Daq), like in NC dialects

Conclusion: L !Xun is closer to NC,

with a possible affinity with central dialects

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.5 Relative clause
Jul'hoan: relative suffix -a (PL -sa)

(38) mi I'han  ju-a kii
1.SG know person-REL  IPFV

'Iknow the person who is stealing my things'

(39) nlang-sa mi txa
eland-REL.PL 1.SG  shoot
'"The eland (that) I shot'

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects

mi

1.5G

tci-si.

thing-PL
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.5 Relative clause

L !Xun (and NC): relative particle e

* Cl. pronoun + REL e

(40) /xo0 ha e to'm
elephant.1 Cl.4 REL be.near

'an elephant which is nearby’

(41) Je hi e ¢ ti taba ts'o a
grass.3 Cl1.3  REL 1.PL.E IPFV make thread ?

'grass out of which we make thread'

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.5 Relative clause

L !Xun (and NC): relative particle e

* REL e

(42)

(43)

b | 4

Ixo € to'm
clephant REL  be.near

'an elephant which is nearby’

a gu-a ha kue 'hui e
and  take-VAL Cl.1 = MPO grass REL

'And he took them with grass which was thread'

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects

/

[so

thread

(E 'Xun)

(L 'Xun)
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.4 Morphosyntactic data

3.4.5 Relative clause

L !Xun (and NC): relative particle e

* CI. pronoun

(44)

(45)

tsi ka ka kain ma
thing.4 Cl4 Cl4 good TOP
'a thing which is (a) good (one)'

tci ka glu ti e san
thing.4 Cl.4 name IPFV COP san

'a thing, the name of which is san’

Conclusion: L !Xun patterns with NC.

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L IXUN

3.5 Features peculiar to L !Xun

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.5 Features peculiar to L ! Xun

3.5.1 Phonological peculiarities

* Distribution of alveolar [s] and palatal [{] fricatives and affricates:

— L !Xun : [s] and [|] are contrastive

— Unlike O !Xun, which merges [s] and [{] into [s]

— Unlike E !Xun, in which [s] and [{] are free variants

see
lie down
stand up

thing

L Xun
sin

cu

tsau

(ci

O 'Xun (NC) E !Xun (NC)

sar] ¢y
St cll
tsao fcao
ts1 tci

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects

Ju|'hoan (SE)
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.5 Features peculiar to L ! Xun

3.5.1 Phonological peculiarities
* Distribution of alveolar [s] and palatal [{] fricatives and affricates:

Conclusion:

L !Xun is a NC dialect that makes the distinction between [s] and [{],

— unlike other NC dialects
- but like SE dialects

Diachronic hypothesis (one among many):

L !Xun could be the proof that the loss of the [s]/[{] distinction characterizing
NC dialects is a recent phenomenon (cf. hypothesis about retroflex click !!)
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.5 Features peculiar to L ! Xun

3.5.1 Phonological peculiarities
* b/m correspondence sets

Some b/m words seem to set L !Xun apart:

ts?ava tzama

English LXun OXunmo  E!Xun ey Gr.Xun ) Julhoan (k)
[m] vs. [b]

children dami dabé/da'abé  debe

2.SG ma (a) ba (a) ba (a)

[b] vs. [m]

bird [ts'aba ts'ama fc'ama
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.5 Features peculiar to L ! Xun

3.5.1 Phonological peculiarities

* Diphthongization : o/u --> ue

L 'Xun O !Xun (NC)

MPO kue ke

be finished  kue ko
locative root kue ku~ngu
country, area nluere nlore

E Xun (NC)
ke
ko
ki

nlolé

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.5 Features peculiar to L ! Xun

3.5.2 Syntactic peculiarities

Already mentionned:

— Pronominal system (1.SG na etc.)

— Demonstratives (Cl. pronoun is not obligatory when DEM qualifies a N)
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.5 Features peculiar to L ! Xun

3.5.2 Syntactic peculiarities
* No topic marker
Konig (2008): Topic in !Xun
* Ju/'hoan: no topic marker
* O !Xun: topic marker ma
* E !Xun : topic marker ma grammaticalized into an obligatory SBJ marker
(46) mhm *(mad) djogé
I.PLIN TOP happy

'We are happy'
47) mi *(md) hp ha
1.SG TOP see Cl.1

'l see him'
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.5 Features peculiar to L ! Xun

3.5.2 Syntactic peculiarities
* No topic marker
L !Xun : no topic marker.

Topic is marked through a cleft construction (front-shifting):

!

(48) mm-sa okx'ui na sa‘a
1.PL.IN-DU  speech 1.SG hear

'Our language, I understand (it)'

Conclusion:

One more non-NC feature (only some SE dialects are known not to possess any
topic marker)
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.5 Features peculiar to L ! Xun

3.5.2 Syntactic peculiarities
* Negative imperative marker fen

L !'Xun has a negative imperative marker fen that is not attested in any other
known dialect.

In all other dialects: grammaticlazation of verb 'to leave' into a IMP.NEG:
(49) njah #ari (Ju'hoan)

IMP.NEG forget

'Don't forget!'
(50) nja tc'a (E 'Xun)

IMP.NEG steal

'Don't steal!"

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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3. CLASSIFYING L !XUN
3.5 Features peculiar to L ! Xun

3.5.2 Syntactic peculiarities
* Negative imperative marker fen

In L !Xun: nja 'to leave' is not fully grammaticalized into a IMP.NEG, but semi-
grammaticalized: nfa + V = 'stop doing' (and not 'don't do')

(51) nja koag me ka tcing
leave fear 1.SG and cry

'Stop fearing me and crying!'

Negative imperative is conveyed through the marker ten :
(52) ten la‘a-a !Xun kue  njau
IMP.NEG give-VAL 'Xun MPO bow

'Don't give thebow to the !Xun!'
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CONCLUSION

A Py

Lucy Lloyd's !Xun and the Ju dialects
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CONCLUSION

Summary
L !Xun is very close to NC dialects
— phonology: closest dialects are NC
— syntax: whenever NC and SE dialects differ, L !Xun patterns with NC

But L !Xun has peculiar features:

— phonology: (remains of !!, b/m, o/ue etc.)
- lexicon: pan-Ju items + items found only in NC or in SE.
— syntax: pronouns, demonstratives, no topic marker, IMP.NEG ten

Possible similarities with C dialects (too few data to be positive):

- b/m
— imperfective ti

- a few lexical items
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CONCLUSION

] - Cangamba

L 'Xun is/was a NC dialect
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CONCLUSION

Map reading

a map by Nlani
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CONCLUSION Tepifani & ety (N)

Biriko- y'an
: (Dag
Nlani's map g

(adapted, translated)

Big River = Okavango?

“Nlani” cf. n/anni (E !Xun)

= Black people whose language
one does not understand
(Chokwe etc., mainly
Angolan people)
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THANK YOU!
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