STUDIES FOR THE SOUTH ASIAN REGION

INTERNATIONAL YOUNG RESEARCHERS‘ WORKSHOP
REWORKING SPACE, RE-NARRATING BELONGING

IGNITING THE CALIPHATE:
HOW “ISLAMIC STATE” USES FIRE TO

ARTICULATE SPACE, BELONGING AND GENDER

In this lecture, | continue my exploration of the war machine in the digital age.

Specifically, | will continue investigating changes in the nature, circulation and impact of
images occasioned by the rise of Islamic State. Building on previous elaboration of the
notion of the projectilic image (Kraidy, 2017), this lecture explores how Islamic State uses
fire as a connective device in its images, videos and publications. Grounding my argument in
textual and audio-visual primary sources in Arabic, English and French, and drawing on
theories of affect, phenomenology, and magic, in addition to Islamic holy and eschatological
texts, | argue that fire is an essential meaning-making and identity-constituting

device, in both war and peace, and that itis a

fundamentally gendered trope.
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MARWAN M. KRAIDY

is Professor of Communication, the Anthony Shadid Chair in Global
Media, Politics and Culture, and the Founding Director of the Center
for Advanced Research in Global Communication (CARGC) at the
Annenberg School for Communication, University of Pennsylvania,
where he is also affiliated with the Middle East Center. A scholar of
global communication and an authority on Arab media, politics and
culture, he studies the relationship between culture and geopolitics,
theories of identity and modernity, and global media

systems and industries.




