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Diaspora and Nation
In East African-Indian Writing

The production of nation and diaspora in East African Indian writing raises questions
about the relationship between decentered and hybrid memories of the diasporic
subject and the supposedly stable and homogenous memory formations constituted
within the nation-state. While seminal discourses on diaspora have tended to treat
nation and diaspora as irreconcilable, the East African Indian writer treats the notable
tensions between the two as conditions that frame both the contemporary experience of
migrancy and the prism of viewing it. This paper is, therefore, a general discussion on
the ambiguities and disjunctions that problematize the relationship between national
hi/stories and diaspora as narrated in East African literature and also on the troubled
affinity between theoretical production of diaspora and its fictionalization.

Prof. Simatei ist Leiter der Abteilung fur Literatur, Theater und Filmstudien an der Moi
University in Eldoret, Kenia. Er promovierte 2000 an der Universitat Bayreuth, war
2003 Post-doctoral Fellow an der Universitat Minchen und 2007 Visiting Fellow an der
Universitdt Massachusetts (USA) 2008. 2012 ist er mit einem Georg Forster-
Forschungsstipendium der Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung an die Universitat
Bayreuth zuriickgekehrt. Dort forscht er zu seinem neuen literaturwissenschaftlichen
Projekt Uber Entwirfe ostafrikanischer Identitaten, die in der Diaspora entstanden, sind
und die Vorstellung eines in ethnischer und kultureller Hinsicht homogenen
Nationalstaats hinter sich lassen.
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