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WHAT ARE SINGULATIVES?

WELSH (INDO-EUROPEAN, NURMIO 2019)

 the basic number distinction is unmarked singular/marked plural

cadair ‘chair’ pl. cadeir-iau

« a small group of nouns have an unmarked plural and a marked singulative, e.qg.
llygod 'mice’, sgt. llygod-en 'a mouse’
moch ‘pigs’, sgt. moch-yn ‘a pig’

Sér 'stars’, sgt. ser-en ’a star’

 and the same marker is used for units of mass nouns:

tywod ’'sand’, sgt. tywod-yn ‘a grain of sand’
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WORKING DEFINITION

the singulative is a category that denotes at least ‘one’ or ‘a/one unit’ formed by
adding a marker to a non-unit denoting base

not a number category per se (derivational functions common) but relevant to number
bases: base must be attested on its own (e.g. unmarked plural, mass noun)
markers: bound forms

markers do not include ‘unitizers’ (grain of sand, G Sandkorn), conversion (beer [mass] > a
beer) and classifiers

markers can be polysemous and have other functions

R
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 1

Morphology

« What are the possible base forms for singulatives cross-linguistically?

« What kind of markers are used? Do they have other functions apart from
the singulative?

« What kinds of grammatical number systems do singulatives occur in?

2



RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 2

Semantics, usage and linguistic theory

« To what extent does singulative morphology interact with semantics?

 How are singulatives used by speakers and what semantic, cognitive or
social factors condition different usage patterns?

- 3



RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 3

Diachrony

« How does singulative marking arise in different languages and families?

« What are the most common pathways of development and change?

2
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UNMARKED PLURAL BASE & SPLIT SYSTEM

WELSH (INDO-EUROPEAN)

» the basic number distinction is unmarked singular/marked plural

cadair ‘chair’ pl. cadeir-iau

« asmall group of nouns have an unmarked plural and a marked singulative, e.g.
llygod 'mice’, sgt. llygod-en 'mouse’
moch ‘pigs’, sgt. moch-yn ‘a pig’

Sér 'stars’, sgt. ser-en ’star’

« and the same marker is used for units of mass nouns (and a few other functions):

tywod 'sand’, sgt. tywod-yn ‘a grain of sand’ %



UNMARKED PLURAL BASE & SPLIT SYSTEM

MALTESE (AFRO-ASIATIC) (MIFSUD 1996, CORBETT 2000)

= unmarked singular/marked plural

'skola 'school’, pl. 'skeyyel

« unmarked plural*/marked singulative/plural of singulative

dub bin ‘flies’, sgt. dub'bin-a ‘a fly’, pl. dubbi n-1t ‘flies’ (with numerals)

o unmarked plural: often called ‘collective’ in grammars

o Mifsud: it has both a type meaning and a collective one



UNMARKED PLURAL BASE & SPLIT SYSTEM

MURSI (SURMIC) (WORKU 2020, PROJECT WORK BY SARA CARRIER-BORDELEAU)

« unmarked singular/marked plural

sg. car, pl. car-ipa ‘leopard’

« unmarked plural/marked singulative
pl. bura, sgt. bura-j 'egg, fruit’
pl. dugu, sgt. dugu-j ‘seed’ (+ marked plural dugu-na 'different kinds of seeds’)

* replacement pattern

sg. pab-i, pl. naw-a ’ear’

e tripartite pattern with singular, singulative and plural
sg. kido, sgt. kidéi (with ‘one’), pl. kidén ‘river’



INVERSE NUMBER SYSTEMS

» the same marker is used for singular or plural, depending on the base
* DAGAARE (GUR): -ri (GrRiMM 2012, 2018)

a. tie tiiri b. nyaga nyagri
tree.BASIC tree.INVERSE root.BASIC root.INVERSE
‘a tree’ ‘trees’ ‘roots’ ‘a root’

« Kiowa (KIOWA-TANOAN; NORTH AMERICA): -d2/-0y (SuTTON 2010; CORBETT 2000: 159-160)

a. togul togu:do b. 9ns6: nsdy
young man.BASIC young man.INVERSE foot.BASIC fOOt.INVERSE
‘a young man’ (sg/du) ‘young men’ (pl) ‘feet’ (dual/pl) ‘a foot’ (sg)

. also at least in Austronesian, Nilotic and Atlantic-Congo (Corbett 2000: 159-166)



GENERAL NUMBER: TRIPARTITE SYSTEM

SOMALI, CENTRAL DIALECT (AFRO-ASIATIC) (SAEED 1982)

general singulative plural gloss
naag f. naag-to naag-o woman
nan m. nan-ko nam-o man

 singulative suffix ‘similar to the set of determiners’

« def. art. -ka/-ta (non-remote) and -ki/-ti (remote)



MASS BASE

e mass = uncountable

« Welsh (Indo-European)

e tywod 'sand’, sgt. tywod-yn ‘a grain of sand’



Clmmtation SEMANTICS
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FIGURE 5. Proposed universal structure for the semantics of the diminutive.

Jurafsky, Daniel. 1996. Universal tendencies in the semantics of the diminutive.



MASS BASE + ‘DIMINUTIVE’

RUSSIAN (INDO-EUROPEAN) (KAGAN & NURMIO, FORTH.)

masina ‘car’, dimin. masin-k-a ‘'small/dear car’

bumaga ‘paper’, sgt. bumaz-k-a ‘(small) piece of paper’



MASS BASE + ‘DIMINUTIVE’

* ITALIAN (INDO-EUROPEAN)

tavolo ‘table’, dimin. tavol-ino ‘small/dear table’

cioccolato ‘chocolate’, sgt. cioccolat-ino ‘a chocolate sweet, praline’

e TUNDRA ENETS (URALIC) (KHANINA & SHLUINSKY, THE ENETS CORPUS, MS)
nio ‘child’, dimin. nio-ku ‘little/dear child’

pe ‘wood’, sgt. pe-ku ‘splinter’



MASS BASE + ‘DIMINUTIVE’

* BIDYOGO (ATLANTIC-CONGO) (DI GARBO & AGBETSOAMEDO 2018)

* In polarity with one another E- and KO- can mark evaluative (a.) and countability (b.)
distinctions

a. ko-kon e-kon
KO-palm.leaf E-palm.leaf
‘palm leaf’ ‘small palm leaf’

b. &-man ko-man
E-rice KO-rice
rice’ ‘grain of rice’



SINGULATIVE MARKERS: OTHER DERIVATIONAL FUNCTIONS

* e.g.agent
Welsh (Indo-European, Nurmio 2019)

clebr 'gossip’ — clebr-en (f.), clebr-yn (m.) 'a gossip, telltale (person)’

Kambaata (Afro-Asiatic, Treis 2014)
gura ‘left side’ — gurchu(-ta) (masc./fem.) ‘left-handed person’

Kuna (Chibchan; Colombia) (Holmer 1947, 1952)

opa- ‘to bathe’ (verb stem) — ope-kwa 'bather’



SINGULATIVE MARKERS: OTHER DERIVATIONAL FUNCTIONS

» ‘thing related to the base’

 derivative more narrow semantically and more concrete?

Welsh (Indo-European, Nurmio 2019)

awyr ‘air’ — awyr-en ‘airplane’

Kambaata (Afro-Asiatic, Treis 2014)

agana 'month’ — agan-chu ‘moon’ (Treis 2014)
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SUB-PROJECT ON CUSHITIC LANGUAGES:
RESEARCH QUESTIONS

SEMANTICS, USAGE AND
LINGUISTIC THEORY
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MORPHOLOGY DIACHRONY



MORPHOLOGY: WHICH BASE?

UNMARKED PLURAL
Also called collective

‘rib’

Unmarked plural Gina?aa

SGT Gina?-itta

Konso, Lowland East Cushitic; Southwest Ethiopia
(Orkaydo 2013:88)



MORPHOLOGY: WHICH BASE?

GENERAL NUMBER
Also called transnumeral

‘slave’

General garba

SGT garb-icc¢a (m.) garb-itti (f.)

PL garb-icc-oli

Oromo, Borana dialect, Lowland East Cushitic; Southwest Ethiopia
(Zaborski 1986:133)



MORPHOLOGY: WHICH BASE?

MASS NOUNS

‘water’

Mass noun Cand-e

SGT Cand-itt-o (m.) Cand-itt-e (f.)
PL Cand-add-e

Ts’amakko, East Cushitic, Yaaku-Dullay; Southwest Ethiopia
(Sava 2005:63)



MORPHOLOGY: WHICH BASE?

‘rib’

Unmarked plural Gina?aa

SGT Gina?-itta

‘water’
Mass noun Cand-e
SGT Cand-itt-o (m.)
PL Cand-add-e

‘slave’
garba
garb-ié¢a (m.)

garb-i¢c-oli

Cand-itt-e (f.)

garb-itti (f.)




(SOME) SINGULATIVE MARKERS

-ano, -amo, -mo, -ima, -anw, -imo, -imi Iragw, Burunge

-at, -te, -ate, -ato, -éte, -it, -itat, -ete ElImolo

-ut, -6t (-ot?), -us Iragw, Burunge, Alagwa
-t670 lragw

-to, -ta, -tu, -to, -ta Saho, ‘Afar, Kombaata, Iragw
-ti, -titi Bayso

-ch-0(-ta), -i-chch-u(-ta), -ee-chch-u(-ta) Kambaata

-i¢¢o, -ec¢co, -i¢¢aq, -¢o Sidaama

-e¢, -ag, -s =aglelle

-(s)so Sidaama

-a, -4, -a’ Saho

-ay, -ey, -yad Beja, Iragw

-0, -e, -essd Bayso

-a, -i, -u, -0, -e Iragw, Alagwa, Burunge

(Zaborski 1986:3,21,25,26,79,97-98,118-120,220,272,275,277; Treis 2014:3)
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LANGUAGE SAMPLE: CUSHITIC LANGUAGES
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EAST CUSHITIC: HIGHLAND EAST CUSHITIC (HEC)

Cushitic

/-EAST -

M LOWLAND EAST CUSHTIC (LEC)

‘- YAAKU-DULLAY ~(5)

— HIGHLAND EAST CUSHITIC (HEC) —

K'ABEENA (or ALABA, or WANBASANA, Ethiopia, Rift Valley, southwest of Lake
dialect) Shala (close to Awasa); 280.000 speakers

Ethiopia, South-West, Southern Nations,
Nationalities, and People's Region in the
Hadiya Zone; 1.300.000 speakers

E

Ethiopia, South-West, Southern Nations,
SIDAAMA (or SIDAMO or SIDAMU Euull\ EYITeT B[l TsTe M 2=TeTo] CXR Yo [l W oy 15
Sidama zone; 3.000.000 speakers

Ethiopia, Southern Nations, Nationalities,
and People’s Region, south west of Dila
and east of Lake Abaya in the Gedeo zone;
980.000 speakers

E

Ethiopia, South West Gurage, Kambaata,

KAMBAATA Hadiyya Regions; 822.300 speakers

Ethiopia, Kenya, Southern Nations,
Nationalities, and People's Region, South
of Lake Chamo; 70.000 speakers

d
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EAST CUSHITIC: LOWLAND EAST CUSHITIC (LEC)

~ HIGHLAND EAST CUSHITIC (HEC) <)

Cushitic

/—Mﬂ

~|~ LOWLAND EAST CUSHTIC (LEC) —

‘- YAAKU-DULLAY (&)

SAHO Southern Eritrea and Ethiopia, Tigray
Region; 220.000 speakers

— SAHO-'AFAR

‘AFAR Djibouti, Eritrea and Ethiopia, 'Afar Region;
1.973.800 speakers

Northern Kenya, southeastern shore of
Lake Turkana; few elderly (2020), Glottolog:
Extinct

Ethiopia, Kenya Omo River and on the
L e e (s o DHAASANACH shores of Lake Turkana, South Sudan; 60.
000 speakers

Ethiopia, South West, Southern Nations,

— OMO-TANA — ARBORE Nationalities, and People's Region; 7.200
speakers
EAST OMO-TANA [central omo-tana, .. .
U according to Tosco (2000), Cushitic — BAISO-JIDDU (according to Glottolog) — TN el ) Cthiopia, south of Awasa in the Lake Abaya

Region; 5.500 speakers

overview]

Ethiopia, Oromia; 34.000.000 speakers

Ethiopia, South-West, Southern Nations,
Nationalities, and People's Region; 240.
000 speakers

— OROMOID

KONSOID (KONSO-CLUSTER)

DIRASHA

(or DIRAYTA or GIDOLE) Ethiopia, Omo Region; 65.000 speakers

| |
Somalia, Somaliland, Djibouti, Ethiopia,
— sOMALI LANGUAGES — (TNl — Somali Region, North Eastern Kenya; 16.
000.000 speakers
| |
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EAST CUSHITIC: YAAKU-DULLAY

Cushitic

/—EAST -

— HIGHLAND EAST CUSHITIC (HEC) <12

— LOWLAND EAST CUSHTIC (LEC)

— YAAKU-DULLAY —

Ethiopia, South-West, Southern Nations,

GAWWADA Nationalities, and People's Region; 69.000
speakers

—w— Kenya; 10 or less speakers

w_ Ethiopia, Omo River Region; 18.000
speakers

3



NORTH AND CENTRAL CUSHITIC

Sudan, Eritrea, Egypt; 2.200.000 speakers —-— NORTH

Central Eritrea, Eastern Sudan; 91.000 _.
speakers /

Ethiopia, North Amhara Region; 210.000

— NORTHERN (?) — AGAW — CENTRAL —— Cushitic
speakers

1

Ethiopia, Amhara Region; 4.830 speakers

G- SOUTH



SOUTH CUSHITIC

NORTH

(¢ CENTRAL —~ /

_ : Cushitic
Tanzania, Arusha and Manyara region; 603.

000 speakers — IRAQW — IRAQWOID
NW RIFT
Tanzania, Dodoma Region; 30.000
speakers A zEnda } WEST RIFT
Tanzania, Dodoma Region; 13.000 speakers —— BURUNGE } SOUTH

Kenya, Coast Province, Tana River; 400

—— DAHALO
speakers
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 South-West
Ethiopia and
Helsinki
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TERMINOLOGY
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EXAMPLES OF SINGULATIVES IN CUSHITIC LANGUAGES:
GAWWADA (YAAKU-DULLAY)

hisk-e ‘women’ hisk-atto ‘woman’

- x

(Tosco 2010:389)



EXAMPLES OF SINGULATIVES IN CUSHITIC LANGUAGES:
DHAASANACH (LEC)

IS ‘grass’ iS-1tti ‘a blade of grass’

(Zaborski 1986:125)




EXAMPLES OF SINGULATIVES IN CUSHITIC LANGUAGES:
IRAQW (SOUTH)

ilwa ‘milk’ ilwa-t670 ‘a drop of milk’

(Zaborski 1986:269) %



EXAMPLES OF SINGULATIVES IN CUSHITIC LANGUAGES:
BAYSO (LEC)

worab ‘goat’ wora-titi ‘he-goat’

(Zaborski 1986:97)



EXAMPLES OF SINGULATIVES IN CUSHITIC LANGUAGES:
XAMTANGA (CENTRAL, AGAW)

dimin ‘clouds’ dimin-a ‘cloud’

(Appleyard 1987:252) %



EXAMPLES OF SINGULATIVES IN CUSHITIC LANGUAGES:
SAHO (LEC)

huatuk ‘stars’ huatuk-ta ‘star’

(Zaborski 1986:23)



EXAMPLES OF SINGULATIVES IN CUSHITIC LANGUAGES:
DAHALO (SOUTH)

boora ‘boys’ boor-eete ‘boy’

(Tosco 1991:34)




EXAMPLES OF SINGULATIVES IN CUSHITIC LANGUAGES:
SIDAAMA (HEC)

sina ‘branch (general)’

sin-na ‘branches’ sin-c¢o ‘branch’

(Kawachi 2007:86)
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CONCLUSION 1

 singulatives can occur as part of many different kinds of number systems and
have different kinds of bases

 often derivational (especially mass-to-count)
 Itis typologically more widespread than implied in literature

 singulatives hide behind different terms



CONCLUSION 2

« Cushitic languages are a great case study

e much variation in a small area

* may provide answers to our research questions

o semantics: singulative patterns with certain semantic categories across the family

o diachrony: related languages (and even dialects of one language, e.g. Somali)
have different number systems



FUTURE DIRECTIONS

¢ semantics, usage, cognition

o Storch & Dimmendaal (2014): number markers may reflect ‘cognitive concepts and
cultural semantics’ and some instances of apparent ‘variation’ (e.g. in marking
singulative or plural) may in fact reflect complex morphology with semantic nuances



REFERENCES 1

Appleyard, D.L. (1987), A Grammatical Sketch of Khamtanga—I, in Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African
Studies, 50:241-266.

Corbett, G. G. (2000). Number. Cambridge: CUP.

Di Garbo, F. & Agbetsoamedo, Y. (2018). Non-canonical gender in African languages: A typological survey of
interactions between gender and number, and between gender and evaluative morphology. In Fedden, S.,
Audring, J. & Corbett, G. G. (eds.), Non-canonical gender systems. Oxford: OUP. 176-210.

Grimm, S. (2018). Grammatical number and the scale of individuation. Language 94(3), 527-574.

Grimm, S. (2012). Individuation and inverse number marking in Dagaare. In D. Massam (ed.), Count and Mass
Across Languages. Oxford: OUP. 75-98.

Holmer, N. M. (1947). Critical and comparative grammar of the Cuna language. Etnologiska Studier 14. Goteborg:

Etnografiska Museet.
Holmer, N. M. (1952). Ethno-linguistic Cuna dictionary. Etnologiska Studier 19. Goteborg: Etnografiska Museet.

Kawachi, K. (2007). A Grammar of Sidaama (Sidamo), a Cushitic Language of Ethiopia. (Doctoral dissertation,
University at Buffalo).

Mous, M. (2008). Number as an exponent of gender in Cushitic. In: Frajzyngier Z., Shay E. (Eds.) Interaction of
Morphology and Syntax: Case studies in Afroasiatic. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 137-160.

R



REFERENCES 2

Mous, M. Nominal number in Cushitic in The Oxford Handbook of Number in Language, edited by Patricia
Cabredo Hoffher and Jenny Doetjes. (forthcoming)

Nurmio, S. (2019). Grammatical Number in Welsh: Diachrony and Typology (Publications of the Philological
Society 51).

Orkaydo, O. O. (2013). A grammar of Konso (Doctoral dissertation, Leiden University).
Saeed, J.I. (1982). Central Somali- a Grammatical Outline. Afroasiatic Linguistics 8(2), 1-43.

Storch, Anne & Gerrit J. Dimmendaal. (2014). One size fits all? On the grammar and semantics of singularity and
plurality. In Storch & Dimmendaal (eds.). 2014. Number: Constructions and semantics: Case studies from Africa,
Amazonia, India and Oceania. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Tosco, M. (1991). A Grammatical Sketch of Dahalo, including texts and a glossary (Kuschitische Sprachstudien,
8). Hamburg: Helmut Buske.

Treis, Yvonne (2014). Number in Kambaata: A category between inflection and derivation. In Anne Storch & Gerrit
J. Dimmendaal (eds.), Number: Constructions and Semantics. Case studies from Africa, India, Amazonia and
Oceania.

Worku, Firew Girma (2020). A Grammar of Mursi. PhD thesis. James Cook University, Cairns. =

Zaborski, A. (1986). The morphology of nominal plural in the Cushitic languages. (Verotffentlichungen der Institute %
fur Afrikanistik und Agyptologie der Universitat Wien, 39; Beitrage zur Afrikanistik, 28) Vienna: Afro-Pub =



