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The value of free research and teaching for society and for each individual
becomes particularly clear when this is jeopardized. Political repression in
the school and university sector, marginalization, intersectional
discrimination, or a lack of choice in education are key reasons for many
people to come to Germany, specifically to Berlin. At present, almost 20
percent of students enrolled in Berlin are new to Germany, and many of
them come from countries where academic freedom is under threat.

New Collaborative Project

URGENTLY WANTED:
Freedom of Research and Learning

Urgently Wanted: Freedom of Research and Learning is a collaboration
of Off-University e.V. and RePLITO at the Department of Gender and
Media Studies for the South Asian Region (GAMS), Institute for Asian and
African Studies, HU Berlin. The project is funded by the BMBF (Federal
Ministry of Education and Research) in the framework of the Science Year
2024 - Freedom (April - Dec 2024).

The project‘s story
box at the Long

Night of the
Sciences Berlin,

June 2024 
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What do freedom and academic freedom mean to these newcomers? What are
their expectations of academic freedom, vocational training and higher education?
Are their expectations fulfilled and, if not, why not?

The centerpiece of our project is a research-based and artistic co-production
process moderated by academics who have experienced flight or migration, in
which the meaning of ‘freedom’ is explored. The results of this research-based
learning will be documented in two artistic formats – as a video and a radio play.
We aim to reach new Berliners between the ages of 18 and 35 for whom increasing
political repression, marginalization, discrimination, or a lack of educational and
training options in their country of origin were a key reason for coming to Germany
and specifically to Berlin. Our focus is on young researchers and young adults who
are not yet studying from countries such as Turkey, Syria, India, Afghanistan, Iran,
Ukraine and Russia. Additionally, we would like to share the results of our research
on New Arrivals’ ideas and expectations of freedom with the public and document
obstacles to the fulfillment of promises of freedom.

URGENTLY WANTED:
Freedom of Research and Learning



New Publications 
RePLITO’s Digital Knowledge Archive
and Book Publications

https://doi.org/10.21428/f4c6e600.e5b05001
https://doi.org/10.21428/f4c6e600.86926742


New Publications 
RePLITO’s Digital Knowledge Archive 
and Book Publications

This book explores the self-perception of critical
architects in post-independent and contemporary
India. It takes particular interest in the role of
documentary films and other media forms used by
architects to intervene in debates on affordable
housing and to share their alternative visions on
spatial design and sustainable architecture. As a
heterogeneous and highly mobile group of social
actors, architects and designers develop and
implement viable solutions at the intersection of
extremely complex challenges and specific local
contexts. The book argues that the interconnections in
their design thinking and work can best be understood
through the conceptual lens of critical regionalism.

Schneider, Nadja-Christina: Reimagining Housing, Rethinking
the Role of Architects in India, Heidelberg: Heidelberg Asian
Studies Publishing, 2024 (Media and Cultural Studies, Volume
5). https://doi.org/10.11588/hasp.1381 (open access)

Forthcoming 

In an era marked by rapid media diffusion and
globalised social movements, Mediatized Solidarity
delves into the evolving dimensions of solidarity
within Indian social and protest movements. Focused
on the period from 2014 to the present, it analyses the
interplay between media practices, including social
media, and solidarity expressions. Through three case
studies – Shaheen Bagh, the Indian Farmers’ Protest,
and contemporary youth climate activism – the book
explores how media and visual art shape and are
shaped by solidarity and the extent to which shared
memories and cultural heritage are used to stage
social cohesion (Titzmann, Fritzi-Marie: Mediatized
Solidarity. Media Practices of Contemporary Indian
Social Movements, HASP, Media and Cultural Studies,
Volume 6, open access).
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https://hasp.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/catalog/book/1381
https://hasp.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/catalog/book/1381
https://doi.org/10.11588/hasp.1381


Conversation with Doing Sociology

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8R4zjKk-r0&t=1566s


Summer Term 2024
 Lecture Series at FU Berlin
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Concepts and Repertoires
explores conceptualizations, definitions, interpretations and
global repertoires of living together

Conversations
are dialogues about global repertoires of living together

Publications 
presents articles, reports, journals and books emerging from our
research on global repertoires of living together

 
RePLITO’s digital knowledge archive has three different sections:

https://replito.de/

