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Kalahari Khoe!

West ! East!

Khoe-Kwadi !

Khoe!

Khoekhoe!

Naro!
Gǁana: Gǀui, Gǁana !
Khwe:  Caprivi (ǁXom), Buga, ǁAni !

Shua:   Ts’ixa, Shua, Danisi, Deti !
Tshwa: Kua, Tsua, Cua, Tyire, !

   Ganadi, Tshwao!

Kwadi�!

Nama-Damara !
Haiǁom !
ǂAakhoe !
Cape Khoekhoe�!
!Ora�!

(cf. Güldemann & Vossen (2000), Güldemann (2014))!



Imperfective categories in Khwe:!

IMPERFECTIVE!

Habitual ! Progressive !

-ǁòè! -nǂùè, -tè !



The particle tɛ́!
•  <tɛ́ ‘to stand’ !
•  meaning: HABITUAL (‘used to, always, durative’, cf. Kilian-Hatz 

2002: 322)!

!
Other grammaticalisations of tɛ́#
•  present tense/progressive marker (cf. Kilian-Hatz 2002, 2008; König 

2000): -J-tè#
•  derivational suffix -t- (FREQ, cf. Kilian-Hatz 2008)!



The corpus:!

No	of	texts	 420	

No	of	sentences	 6380	

No	of	occurrences	of	par@cle	tɛ́	 84	

In	%	of	texts	 20	

Chapter	 No	of	texts	 occurrences	

The	life	cycle		 214	 46	

Judicial	cases	 71	 30	

Dreams	and	omens	 98	 1	

Religion	 36	 7	



tɛ́# (OBJ) # V # -TAM#
Tàxúnò nǁa ̀ -má ṹũ-dòm -a -xu nò tɛ́ ǂá̃ã -a -ǁòè. #
then DEM-3sg.M possess -II -COMP when ASP put.into -I -HAB #

When then he has taken them into his possession, he puts in (things). (OKA 6068) !

Khwe -ǹ kókàxa tɛ́ wòrè -ná kxʼáà -à -ǁòè. #
Khwe -3pl.C all ASP scoop -II drink -I -HAB #

All Khwe scoop water and drink (OKA 6008) !

> Scope over complex predicates #

ǀÚ ǀxʼóa ngyéu -ǁùà tɛ́ bòròó -m̀ à !
other three young.man -3pl.M ASP drum -3sg.M O !
ǀuú -xàku -á -ǁòè. #
beat -alternately -I -HAB #
Three other young men alternately beat the drum. (OKA 8030)  !

>With intraposed object#

Kxʼú -à -tè nò námú -na -kò tɛ́ kxʼáà -à -ǁòè. #
be.angry -I -PRES if be.merry -II -CONV ASP drink -I -HAB #
If they are angry, they become merry and keep on drinking. (OKA 5024) !

> Scope over selected verbs in complex predicates#



Preferred	contexts	

•  with HAB -ǁòè, sometimes in combination 
with the derivational affix -t-!

!
•  with VERY DISTANT PAST -hĩ, mostly in 

combination with the derivational affix -t-!



with HAB -ǁòè !

Nǂúrú -m̀ ǀxòà -xa ǁó̃ã́ -tco ̀ ǁhaḿ -à -ǁòe ̀. !
wind -3sg.M with -GER descend -disease appear -I -HAB !

With the storm appears the disease from above. !
Kxʼóxò -ǹ ndéù tɛ́ ǁʼó -à -ǁòè. #
animal -3pl.C also IPFV die -I -HAB #

The animals also die of it. (OKA 8027) !

ǀQóm̀ -à tĩ̀ nó ǁgɛ̀ɛ-khòe ̀ -dji ̀ ǀʼée -e kókàxa ǀqóm̀ à 
manketti -FOC be if woman -3pl.F day -GEN all manketti O!
tɛ́ dàá -à -ǁòè. #
ASP crack.nut -I -HAB #

If there are manketti nuts, the women spend all day cracking nuts. (OKA 5203) !



with	-t-a-ǁòè	

Tcù-ngú -m̀ ki tĩ̀ nó ǁʼáxa -mà nǁà -ḿ à tɛ́ #
prison -3sg.M in be while chief-3sg.M DEM-3sg.M O ASP #
ǂʼóa -t -a -ǁòè. #
ask -ASP -I -HAB #

While he is in prison, the chief questions him regularly. (OKA 6019) !

Tàxúnò ǀxʼú̃-ŋgyéu -m ̀   à cɛ́ɛ -ɛ       -xu nò !
then experienced.hunter  -3sg.M O marry -II       -COMP when !
ǂʼu ̃́ -m̀ à tɛ́ ǂʼu ̃́ -t -a -ǁòè. #
food -3sg.M O ASP eat -ASP-I -HAB #

Then, after she has married an experienced hunter, she eats regularly. (OKA 6016) !



with -hĩ!

Tákò kxʼóxò -m̀ à ci ̀ tɛ́ ǀxʼú̃ -á -hĩ. #
then game -3sg.M O MOV ASP kill -II -PAST5 #

Then they kept on killing game (OKA 5027) !

Tíú xà -ná éí -á -xu -a -kò gómbò -m̀ ki !
then DEM-3pl.C remain -II -COMP -II -CONV settlement -3sg.M at !
tɛ́ kxʼṍã ́ -ã́ -hĩ. #
ASP wait.for -II -PAST5 #

While staying behind at the abandoned homestead, they kept on waiting. (OKA 5065) !



with	-t-a-hĩ	
Nǁàtá tɛ́ kó̃ã́ -can -t -a -hĩ kxʼéí-tá-khòè -ǁùà. !
like.that ASP pay -REFL -ASP -II -PAST5 forefather -3pl.M !

The forefathers would pay like that. (OKA 6028) !

ǂAm ́-kuri Khwe -nà ávuru -m̀ à tci ̃́ tɛ́ #
in.the.old.days Khwe -3pl.C goods -3sg.M O often ASP #
tcʼá̃ã̀ -t -a -hĩ vé. !
steal -ASP-II -PAST5 NEG !

In the old days, the Khwe would not often turn to stealing. (OKA 6024) !

ǁhù -t -á -hĩ. #
take.away -ASP -II -PAST5 #

Nǁà -ḿ tamaxa qáe ́ -ré -xu nò wòcáń -ǁù m ̀ !
DEM-3sg.M also be.fond.of-II -COMP if friend -3pl.M POSS !
ǁgɛ̀ɛ-khòe ̀ -dji ̀ à tɛ́ #
wife -3pl.F O ASP #
If he was also fond of them, he would take away the friends' wives. (OKA 5157) !



other contexts!

Tí à ǂʼée -re -xu -a -ǁòè tí tcɛ́ka !
1sg O like.very.much -II -COMP -I -HAB 1sg be.good !
Khwe -rà tà tɛ́ ti ́ à ǁhá̃ -à -tè. #
Khwe -1sg COMPL ASP 1sg O praise -I -PRES #

with -tè PRES:#

He comes to like me very much and keeps praising me for being a good Khwe. 
(OKA 6007) !

Tí djɛ́xò kxʼá-khòè -à ki tí tɛ́ ǁgèù -á -gòè vé. #
1sg be.bad man -GEN for 1sg ASP suffer -I -FUT NEG #
I will not stay with a bad man and keep suffering. (OKA 6016) !

with -gòè FUT:#

ṹũ -ku tɛ́ khùń -ku.!
marry -REC ASP have.sex -REC !

Imperative:#

get married and keep having sex (OKA 6061) !



Summary:!
•  Core meaning lies with durative/continuous 

‘keep on doing sth.’!
•  exact meaning is context dependent, i.e., 

depends on interaction with other TAM 
markers !

!
tɛ́ V-J-t-a-hĩ = PAST HABITUAL!
vs.!
tɛ́ V-J-hĩ =PAST CONTINUOUS!

!



Comparative:!

•  Cross-linguistically common 
grammaticalization of ‘to stand’ (> ‘to stay’)!

•  In Kalahari Khoe: Danisi té IPFV, in Northern 
Tshwa té HAB!

•  Khwe, like other Kalahari Khoe languages, 
may combine tense and aspect markers (cf., 
e.g., Nakagawa 2016 for Gǀui, Collins, forth. 
for “Kua”, Dornan 1917 for Hiechware)!
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