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This talk considers Material Affect and Colonialism as a frame for understanding the 
abilities of the Tibet Museum to showcase the objects and narratives it sees as its 
political truth. Using the development of the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA)’s 
New Tibet Museum as a case study I will argue that culture-based displays – of the 
type synonymous with representations of Tibet in Western museums – deny the 
political work this museum has been asked to do. In taking this position, I consider 
how Tibetan material culture has been transformed into a political act during the 
development of the Tibet Museum. This study particularly focuses on the material 
effect of colonialism and how its impact and the resulting material brought to and 
made in exile has necessitated new ways of seeing Tibet in museum spaces. By 
making recent histories of colonialism visible through the positioning of Tibetan things 
in exile as a material effect of colonialism, the Tibet Museum purposely disrupts 
dominant narratives of Tibet and reassess the museological possibilities of Tibetan 
material culture. Furthermore, I will highlight how Lhakar (lhag dkar), a Tibetan 
collective act of resistance to colonialism through material culture, has become a 
powerful museum method, transforming what appear to be culture-based exhibits 
into politically informed displays that privilege resistance and resilience. 
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