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Many articles and books have been written about the Taliban, but much of this has been 
rather polemic in nature and has ignored the growing mass of primary source material that is 
available to the interested researcher. This talk will outline the movement's pre-2001 history 
using unpublished written accounts – some books, some archival newspapers – which have 
thus far never been used by historians. This lecture will explain the importance of these 
accounts and possible future uses by researchers seeking to explain the Taliban movement 
and the political situation in Southern Afghanistan. 
 
 
 
Alex Strick van Linschoten and Felix Kuehn are writer/researchers currently based in 
Berlin. They are the co-editors of “My Life With the Taliban”, “Poetry of the Taliban,” and 
the co-authors of “An Enemy We Created: The Myth of the Taliban-al-Qaeda Merger, 
1970-2010”. Currently they are both finishing their PhDs at the War Studies Department of 
King's College London. They are the founders of First Draft Publishing, an independent 
publishing house with a focus on primary and secondary sources from Afghanistan. 
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