About us

The Department of South Asian Societies and Cultures Department combines social and cultural
science research with in-depth practical language training in Hindi and Urdu. This close interaction
between subject-specific and language teaching forms the core profile of area studies education.
Language courses not only impart communicative competence, but also provide direct access to social
debates, cultural forms of expression and academic sources from and about South Asia. The subject-
specific modules take up these linguistically accessible perspectives and integrate them into the
analysis of historical developments, social dynamics and political and cultural changes in the region.

We understand South Asia as a networked region “in motion,” not only in a territorially definable sense,
but also in terms of diverse transregional connections and entanglements that have emerged from the
long history of migration from and within South Asia and the accompanying formation of diasporas,
and are currently being reinforced or reshaped by global mobility.

A special feature of the department is its annual thematic focus, which structures teaching, research,
and publicly visible activities such as workshops, lecture series, and collaborations with social actors.
These focus topics make it possible to combine current issues with long-term regional scientific
perspectives while actively involving students in research-related projects.

Previous annual themes such as “Youth” or “City” have focused on urban transformation processes,
creative scenes or family, gender, and generational relationships in South Asia, thus also shaping the
selection of texts, case studies and guest lectures. The current theme, “The Role of the University”
opens up discussions on knowledge production, academic freedom, campus politics as well as the
social position of universities in South Asia and beyond - topics that are also addressed in language
teaching through contemporary essays, media sources, and debate formats, among other things.

In the 2026/27 academic year, the department will focus on “multilingualism.” This topic combines
practical language training with research in a unique way: multilingualism is a central component of
everyday practices, literary forms of expression, and political negotiation processes in South Asia.

In the academic year 2026/27, the department will focus on “multilingualism.” This topic combines
practical language training with research in a unique way: multilingualism is a central component of
everyday practices, literary forms of expression and political negotiation processes in South Asia.
Teaching will reflect this through multilingual text work, sociolinguistic approaches and project-
oriented formats. Subsequently, the department will focus on the topic of “Be/longing,” which
addresses questions of belonging, gender, sexuality and identity, as well as migration, mobility, and
notions of home. The focus is thus on the emotional, social and politically contested dimensions of
belonging- a field that offers a wide range of points of contact in both research and language education
(for instance, through biographical texts, poetry or ethnographic vignettes).

Through this structured interlinking of linguistic competence, area specific analysis, and socially
relevant science communication, the interdisciplinary field positions itself as a lively place where
academic and social discussions on South Asia enter into dialogue with each other and are viewed &
communicated from multiple perspectives.



