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In the Eurasian taiga, hunting, gathering
and fishing have been the dominating
lifeways until recently, and in some
regions continue to play a major role
today. Alternative, small-scale types of
animal husbandry developed within
persisting foraging lifestyles, including
reindeer herding.

A wealth of traditional ecological and
cultural knowledge of the Ilocal
Indigenous partners (Selkup and Khanty
in West Siberia, Dukha in North
Mongolia) inform ethnoarchaeological
approaches towards a better
understanding of the mutual dependency
between human societies and non-
human persons and entities, including
biting insects, in complex multi-species
systems, and the impact on mobility and
settlement strategies.

An in-depth understanding of these
interrelations and their variability is an
important precondition for
archaeologists to approach life worlds
and cultural possibilities of the past in a
more relevant way.
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