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Focusing on Muslim mobilities in and between Persophone, Arabophone and Russophone 

worlds, which intersect in Dubai’s fur business, and tracing Tajik Muslims’ involvement in 

the shaping of an exclusive, cosmopolitan ‘Dubai Islam’, the lecture critically examines the 

effects of methodological nationalism in political narratives such as those that associate 

migration to the Middle East with the danger of Arabization and thus the alienation of Islam 

in Tajikistan. 
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